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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Welcome to this week’s newsletter.  
 
‘Show the Love for Townsville’ Day 
On Thursday this week we would like to unite with all other Brisbane Catholic Education Schools 
to try to reach an $85 000 target for the schools of the Townsville Diocese most affected by the 
floods. 
Children can wear something red for this day (also Valentine’s Day) to show support and bring along 
a donation which will be sent directly to Townsville. 
I’m sure that many families will be supportive of this very worthy cause. 
  
P&F Meeting Tonight 
The first P&F Meeting for 2019 is being held tonight in the staff room at 7pm. All parents are warmly welcomed to 
attend and hear what the P&F are planning in 2019. 
 
Welcome BBQ 
Thank you to all who came to the Parent Teacher Evening last Wednesday evening and for supporting the P&F Welcome 
BBQ. Special thanks to the P&F Committee who looked after the many food and drink orders so well. 
 
Swimming Carnivals 
Thank you to Marty McGregor, staff and parents who came to support the swimming carnivals last week. The children 
were great sports and congratulations go to Jingella this year. 
 
Enrolments 2020 
We are currently accepting enrolments for the 2020 school year. If you know someone who is interested in attending 
Guardian Angels, please let them know that it is now time to download the Application Form from the school website. 
 
School Fees 
Term 1 school fees have been emailed out this week and are due Friday 1 March. If you have not received a 
statement, please let the office know and we will post or email it out. If all 2019 fees for the year are paid by the 1st March 
a discount of 5% will apply. 
 
Staff News  
Next Monday our Prep and Year 1 teachers will be having a half day of English planning. 
Maria Dau and Selina Cameron will be attending a STiE PD next Tuesday. 
 
Children arriving Early  
We have teachers on duty from 8am each morning. Children should not be arriving before this time as there is no 
supervision. Your child can be enrolled in OSHC right next door and be well provided for.  
 
Hope you have a great week! 
Stephen Montgomery 
 
 

We recognise the traditional  
owners of the land 
The Kombumerri people 
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL ADMINISTRATION  

Parent Teacher Online (PTO) 
Please log on to the Parent Portal to make a 15-minute booking with your classroom teacher to discuss your child with 
them. The main parent contact (in most circumstances this is the mother) will be able to make a booking and if there 
are any parents/carers that require separate bookings please email your child’s teacher to make a suitable time. If there 
are any technical difficulties when you are trying to make a booking, please contact Mrs. Vicki Wakefield at the front 
office.  
 
To obtain your login details you will need to go to the parent portal, click on the PTO tile then click to obtain your 
password which will be emailed to the main contact.  
 
Student Protection and Code of Conduct Training 

If you wish to help in your child's classroom or assist with other school activities such as 
excursions, it is a Brisbane Catholic Education requirement that you complete the online 
Student Protection and Code of Conduct Training prior to commencing any form of voluntary 
work in the school. The online training, including instructions for completing this training, can 
be found at the following link:  
 

http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/students-parents/student-protection/Pages/Code-of-Conduct-Training.aspx 
 
Lost Property 
Please label all of your children’s uniform, water bottles and lunch boxes as this makes returning any lost property 
very easy and quick.  
 
Drop off and Pick Up 
If you park opposite the school on Edmund Rice Drive and walk your children to or from school, 
please use the pedestrian crossing provided which has a crossing supervisor in the morning and 
afternoon.  
 
Bernard Kearney  
Assistant Principal Administration 
 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

Qualities of Angels 
This week’s Quality of Angels is RESPECTFUL. At Prayer Assembly this 
week, 6 Blue shared what they know about being respectful. They told us 
being respectful means showing respect by speaking and acting with 
courtesy. Always treat others the way you would like to be treated. Being 
respectful is about displaying appropriate manners and valuing the feelings 
of others. The timing of this quality is perfect given that tomorrow, 
Wednesday 13 February, we remember the anniversary of the National 
Apology to Australia's First Peoples – a sacred moment in our nation's 

history that must never be forgotten. The forced removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children began as early 
as the mid-1800s and continued until 1970. Many of these removals occurred as the result of official laws and policies 
aimed at assimilating the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population into the wider community. The apology from 
the Australian Government to the Stolen Generations was one important step in working together to achieve 
reconciliation between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and non-Indigenous peoples as well as in building 
respectful relationships that will generate better outcomes for all Australians.  
 
Monday Morning Cuppa and Catch Up 
We would like to invite any parents and friends attending Prayer Assembly next Monday 18 February to join the 
students from 6 Gold and Mrs Bedward for light refreshments served in the Kombumerri Centre Kitchen directly after 
the assembly concludes.   
 
Tuesday Parish Mass 
Students in Year 6 attended mass this morning – their behaviour and participation was outstanding and they should be 
congratulated for demonstrating so well the qualities we would expect of our GA leaders. Year 5 students will join 
other members of our parish community to celebrate Eucharist at 9.00am mass next Tuesday 19 February. Parents and 
friends are most welcome to attend. 



 
Beginning of School Year Mass 
Our whole school mass to celebrate the beginning of the new school year was held last Wednesday 6 February. The 
students are to be congratulated on their amazing behaviour and participation, with their efforts at singing quite 
outstanding. Thanks to our Year 6 leaders who took on important roles in the mass, to Mrs Kemp who provided the 
music and our wonderful choir who led the singing. A special thanks to Father Jan for leading our celebration and also 
to Ethan C and Miguel M who assisted Father Jan as altar servers. And of course there were many parents and friends 
who came along to celebrate with us too – thanks to those of you who were able to join us.  
 
Condolences  
We pray for Rachael Hendry (GA Uniform Shop and Finance Secretary) and her husband Thomas whose mother passed 
away recently in Scotland. She was also grandmother to Cooper and Holly, both ex-GA students. It was wonderful that 
the family were able to spend Christmas with her. Our thoughts are with the family during this sad time. 
 
We also pray for Lorraine Booth and her family. Lorraine’s children attended GA a number of years ago and she was 
very involved in the school, at times working in the office. Sadly, Lorraine lost her long battle with cancer late last week. 
Our thoughts are also with Lorraine’s family as they come to terms with their loss.  
 
We are also thinking of the Prince family (Ava 4M and Nixon 3W) and the Nolan family (Braxton 2G). The children’s 
maternal grandfather ‘Poppy Fisher’ passed away quite suddenly last Thursday and the family are obviously devastated 
– please keep them in your prayers. 
 
In the presence of God we lay them down;  
In the power of God they will rise;  
In the person of Christ they have risen already.  
May almighty God, Father of all mercies and giver of comfort,  
deal graciously, we pray, with those who mourn,  
that placing all their care in you,  
they will know the consolation of your love;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 

 
New Arrival 
Congratulations to the Cowell family (Lily 1M) who are celebrating the arrival of their 
new daughter and baby sister, Evie. Wishing the Cowell family lots of happiness and love 
from the GA community. 

 
 
GA Family Masses  
Throughout the year students and their families will be given the opportunity to come together as a year level and join 
with other parishioners at Mary Immaculate Church to celebrate Eucharist. This year we are once again joining buddy 
year levels together for these masses to try to encourage more student involvement. The dates for GA Family Masses 
are as follows: 
 
Year 6 and Year 1 – Sunday 3 March 8.30am 
Year 5 and Prep – Sunday 19 May 8.30am 
Year 4 and Year 2 – Sunday 25 August 8.30am 
Year 3 – Sunday 4 November 8.30am 
 
Please note the appropriate date/s in your calendar as it would be great to see lots of GA families in attendance at each 
of these masses. 
 
Peace and respect to you and your loved ones this week.  
 
Shandel Flynn  
sflynn@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

 



P & F NEWS                         

Parent Portal Overviews: 
Teachers are currently working on their term overview to be placed on the Parent Portal under the 
Curriculum link, by the end of Week 3.  Information regarding planned curriculum for Year Levels 
and Specialist classes is posted on the Curriculum link. 
 
 
Planning and Professional Learning: 

Over the next few weeks, new staff or returning staff will be completing training in 'VCOP & The Big Write' - the 
writing program we introduced last year.  Some staff will also be involved in year level planning beginning next week 
so that the curriculum delivered is responsive to the needs of our current learners. 
  
 
 
 
 
Reading: 
As part of the Excellent Learning and Teaching- Moving Forward strategy we have rostered support in classrooms for 
30 minutes each day to work with small groups of students to specifically focus on improving reading.  Please support 
our work by making home reading a priority and filling in reading logs or diaries to encourage pride and enthusiasm – 
our aim is for each GA student to complete at least 200 nights of reading in 2019! 
 
Angels Challenges:   
These were presented last week at the parent information sessions in each classroom.  All students have discussed the 
Angels Challenges program with their teachers and are aware of the requirements.  Please help your children to plan 
their challenges accordingly.  They should be completing 5 each term in P-2 and 15 per year in Years 3 & 4, whilst 
Years 5 & 6 are guided by their teachers. 
Further information can be found by hitting the Angels Challenges link at the bottom of the GA webpage.   
 
A NOTE TO PARENTS  
Parents are reminded that the challenges are for the children – not the parents. 
They are designed so students can work towards achieving a goal.  Your judgment of your child’s ability will determine 
the degree of difficulty and a reasonable but challenging amount of learning needs to occur.  So tasks should challenge 
the child’s ability, yet be achievable. 
These challenges are designed for children to have a lot of positive experiences that help others while building on their 
knowledge, general knowledge, skills and creativity. 
If you are stuck, please see your child’s teacher for some suggestions. 
Parents – enjoy guiding your children to challenge themselves.  
Recording the Challenges:   
P-2 Students will be given a scrap book to record their Challenges, Yr 3 can either record digitally or via a book, whilst 
Years 4 to 6 record theirs as directed by the teachers. 
 
Happy days! 
Jo Makin 
Primary Learning Leader 
 
P & F NEWS                         

What a fabulous turn out for our Welcome BBQ, thank you to everyone who gave up some time to help out. 
Our first P & F meeting for 2019 will be held tonight (Tuesday 12th) in the staff room starting at 7pm, everyone is 
welcome. 
“Just One Thing” letters will be going out this week, please return to the office. Thank you 

School Banking on Wednesday’s has started. Ann Pinnock our school banking specialist from 
CBA will be visiting on Wednesday morning 13th February 8am in the pickup area for an 
Account Information Session, she will answer all questions regarding school banking. 
 
Position Vacant - School Banking Wednesday’s after drop off for a couple of hours.  
Please contact Libby 0405516678... 
 
“SAVE THE DATE” -  GA Trivia Night 23rd March…more information to follow. 



 

“JUST ONE THING” 
The P&F are once again launching our “Just One Thing” campaign for 2019 where we would be grateful if every 
family could nominate to do “Just One Thing” to assist the P&F during the year.   
We currently have over 500 families attending Guardian Angels, and approximately 25 of these families volunteer to 
help out on a regular basis. We have our GA Café that is open every morning from 7.45am to 9am and for special events 
so we need lots of volunteers. 
Our school is well regarded for our wonderful community spirit and inclusiveness and the events that the P&F hold 
contribute towards this feeling of friendship and welcome. Apart from building up our community spirit, successful 
events will make a significant contribution towards our fundraising efforts for school improvements. 
Volunteering at the school is a great way to meet people and make friends. We understand the commitments that families 
have these days with work and young children but our events are held on school days, in the evenings and on weekends 
to enable many people to get involved. Young children are welcome at non-alcohol serving daytime events. 
Below is a list of “Things” that we would appreciate your assistance with. Please tick just one box (or more if you wish) 
and place your contact details at the bottom of the page. Please return to the school office by 
Friday 15 February so that we can collate the responses and when the time comes, someone 
from the P&F will be in contact with you regarding your participation.  
 
Yours Sincerely 
Sheryl Broadhurst, Prue Keys, Rachel Nowlan & Louise Hutchins 
P&F Executive Committee 
 
MUSIC NEWS   

 
Band and Choir Rehearsal Timetable  
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

  Senior Band 
7.15am- 8.30am 

 GA Community 
singing 
7.30am- all welcome 

Senior Choir 
1st break in the 
Music Band room 

Jazz Band 
10am- 10.40am 

  Assembly  
8am all Senior Band 
members  

  Year 4 Band 
11.10am- 11.55am 

 Junior Choir 
1st break in Performing 
Arts room 

Year 6 Band 
1.55pm- 2.40pm 

 Year 5 Band 
11.55am- 12.40pm 

  

 
 
Instrumental Lesson Groups Timetable- Year 4 
 

Times Wednesday 
9am Flutes to the Junior Music Room 

Trumpets to the Music Room 
9.30am Clarinets to the Junior Music Room 

Trombones, baritone and French horn to the Music Room  
10am  Saxophones to the Junior Music Room 

Bass guitars and percussion to the Music Room 
11.10am- 11.55am Whole Band rehearsal in the Music Room 

 
 
 
 



Instrumental Lesson Groups Timetable- Year 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 3 
Please make sure you are starting a home practise routine and getting used to setting up and playing your instrument. 
You should be working from the first page of music notes and learning the first 5 notes on your instrument. Practise 
sheets will be issued this week to record your practice.  
 
Senior Choir 
Well done Senior Choir with your singing at the Mass.  
We auditioned the choir leaders last Wednesday and are pleased to announce Eva L and Chloe P as our choir leaders 
this year. We look forward to working with them in choir and band performances and wish them all the best in their 
leadership position. 
 
Junior Choir 
The Junior Choir had a great turn out for their first rehearsal. Thank you to our teachers for their support particularly 
Mrs. Brooks for walking our younger students up.  
Please make sure you come each week so that you can be ready for an assembly performance very soon! 
 
Choir and Band Leadership 
These badges will be handed out at assembly in the coming weeks.  
 
Individual Music Lessons 
Mr. Val Jones will be teaching bass and guitar this year offering individual lessons. 
 
Mr. Brad Patterson will be teaching drums and Mrs. Christine Hance will be teaching piano. If you are interested in 
music lessons for these instruments, please contact Mrs. Kemp for details. 
 
Continuing Musicians in Year 4, 5 and 6 
For those students who are continuing with the instrumental program they may continue to use the school instrument.  
The hire fee for the year is $330 which includes insurance with an excess of $250 in case of claims. There is no hire to 
buy policy, nor a refund later in the year if the instrument is returned. 
We do expect that all students who commit to the bands do so for the entire 2019 school year. 
 
GA Community Singing 
Beginning in week 3 we are going to try something new! Parents, Teachers and 
students are invited to join Mrs. Kemp, Mrs. Monteith and Mrs. Makin in the hall 
on FRIDAY MORNING 7:30 - 8:00am for a good old-fashioned sing-along.  
 
No auditions, no performances, no strict commitments. You don’t have to attend 
every week but we ask that if you do join us, please stay for the whole time. It is 
too distracting when people are walking in and out.  
 
Why sing? “The neuroscience of singing shows that when we sing our 
neurotransmitters connect in new and different ways.  It fires up the right 
temporal lobe of our brain, releasing endorphins that make us smarter, healthier, 
happier and more creative. When we sing with other people, this effect is 
amplified.” 
We hope to see you there for our first “GA Community Singing” on Friday 15 
February. 
 
Upcoming Music Events 
Music camp will be in week 2 Term 2 for all Senior Band members. This two-day camp will be held at Burleigh Heads 
CYC on the Tuesday April 30th and Wednesday May 1st.  

Times Wednesday 
11.55am- 
12.40pm 

Whole Year 5 Band rehearsal in the Music Room 

12.40pm- 
1.25pm 

Trumpets, Trombones, Bass Guitar, Percussion and Keys 

1.55pm- 
2.40pm 

Flutes, Clarinets and Saxophones 



SPORT NEWS   

Guardian Angels Swim Carnival 
Congratulation to all Jingella for winning the overall carnival. And well done to Wambiri and Jingella for winning the 
relay trophy and the war cry trophy. A big thank you to all the school staff and the ladies from the Surfers Paradise 
Swim club for all their hard work. 
 
Swimming Age Champions – 2019 
8-Year-Old Girls: Sarah K 
8 Year Old Boys: Sherlock F 
9 Year Old Girls: Lilli –Ava I  
9 Year Old Boys: Hugh R 
10 Year Old Boys: Ashley T 
10 Year Old Girls: Izzy F 
11 Year Old Boys: Chris K 
11 Year Old Girls: Alexia A 
12 Year Old Boys: Matthew K 
12-Year-Old Girls: Mollie H 
 
Congratulations to Matthew K and Mollie H for winning the 100m Medley and 100m Freestyle races. They were 
both named “Swimmers of the Carnival”.  
Hinterland Green District Swimming Trials 
Date: Tuesday 19 February 
Venue:  Somerset College, Somerset Drive, Mudgeeraba 
Times:  Warm-up: 8:30am – 9:15am Competition: - 9:30am 
 
Marty McGregor 
mmcgregor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
TUCKSHOP NEWS   

Tuck shop Roster Beginning 18th February 2019 
Mon 18th Carol Oshyer, Christina Quig 
Tue 19th Candice Brinton 
Wed 20th Michelle Gibson, Kathy Chow 
Thur 21st Louise Hutchins 
Fri 22nd  Marley Lucas, Sue Skehan, Charne Mitchell 
 
Baking – Nil 
Sushi Jacqui ranger, Elaine Withers 
 
GENERAL  NEWS   

 
Chess is a fun way to learn lots of strategies that are valuable in life. Strategies i.e. 
learning how to win or lose gracefully, how to anticipate how your opponent might 
move, how to play the game, how to concentrate, behave and many other skills. The two 
coaches that come are highly skilled and compete nationally and internationally, and 
more importantly they also make sure the players learn as well as have fun.  

There are lots of other competitions held throughout the year and during school holidays as well as online games and 
tuition. Cost per term is $102 or $368 for the year. 
Chess will commence in the resource center, tomorrow, Wednesday, February 5 and conclude April 3 for term 1.  
 
If you would like your child to join or are not sure, have him or her come along to the first session as soon as they finish 
school and you pick them up from the resource center at 4pm. Players are welcome from all year levels 
For more information about the coaching go on to the Gardiner Web site: https://gardinerchess.com.au. 
 
Anthea Trencher 
Resource Centre 
atrencher@bne.catholic.edu.au 
Ph: 55100017 



WHAT’S ON    

 
February 
26 Feb  Yr 6 Leadership Day 
March 
01 Mar  Catholic Swim Carnival 
03 March Yr 6 and Yr 1 Buddies GA FamilMass 
06/08 Mar Yr 5 Camp – Lake Ainsworth 
18 Mar  Well Being Week @ GA 
19 Mar  Parish Mass – Year 6 
21 Mar  World Down Syndromw Day & Harmony Day 
26 Mar  Yr 5 Parish Mass 
April 
03 Mar  Holy Week Liturgy 
05 April  Last Day of Term 
19 Apr  Good Friday 
22 Apr  Easter Monday 
23 Apr  School Resumes 

Easter Liturgy 
24 Apr  ANZAC Day Liturgy 
  ANZAC Day Holiday 
  ANZAC Day March – Southport (all students welcome to participate) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 


